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March 20, 2023

Annita Smythe

City Administrator
605 County Rd 75 NW
Clearwater, MN 55320

RE: Support for the City of Clearwater’s Pursuit of Congressionally Directed Spending for Trunk
Highway 24 Improvements

To Ms. Smythe, City Administrator:

I write to voice strong support for the City of Clearwater’s request of congressionally directed
spending for engineering and right-of-way acquisition as part of the reconstruction of Trunk
Highway 24 near the Interstate 94 intersection.

The 29th State Senate District 1s a key agricultural producer for the state economy. Trunk
Highway 24 is an important freight transportation corridor for agricultural goods, as it connects
the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area with the City of St. Cloud, North Dakota, and South Dakota.
Supporting agricultural producers is one of my main priorities in the state senate, and ensuring
this corridor remains in a state of good repair is important in maintaining that priority.

The City of Clearwater is a fast-growing community in Minnesota’s 29" State Senate District.
The population of Clearwater has grown more than sixfold since 1970, and numbers are expected
to double again by 2040. More than seventy percent of residents travel using personal vehicles to
their jobs, most of which are located outside of the city limits of Clearwater. Increased traffic
volumes along the TH 24 corridor, particularly near the intersection of Interstate 94, necessitate
improvements to increase efficiency and user safety.

The safety of residents is of paramount importance. This project would remove several left-tum
access points and replace them with low conflict roundabouts. In addition, a 10-foot mixed-use
trail would be added along the south side of TH 24. The addition of both the trail and reduced
conflict intersections will improve safety for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. Moreover, the
trail will improve connectivity to downtown Clearwater for bicyclists and pedestrians.

In recent years, the City of Clearwater has seen an increased need to address infrastructure and
transportation updates and maintenance in this area. The City of Clearwater is working with



partners at differing levels to ensure this corridor remains in a state of good repair. ‘The
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has planned to update the TH 24 bridge over
Interstate 94 in 2026. This funding would allow the City of Clearwater to finalize the project
design and acquire the right-of-way necessary to implement updates to the Trunk Highway 24
corridor near the intersection of Interstate Highway 94.

In summation, this funding would help to address multiple issues concerning transportation,
infrastructure, safety, and development across the City of Clearwater, 1 encourage you to
prioritize this important project for the City of Clearwater and all residents of Minnesota’s 29™
State Senate District.

Sincerely,

Bk Boln

Bruce Anderson
District 29




March 13, 2023

Annita Smythe

City Administrator

605 County Rd 75 NW
Clearwater, MN 55320

RE: Support for the City of Clearwater’s Pursuit of Congressionally Directed Spending for Trunk
Highway 24 Improvements

To Ms. Smythe, City Administrator:

I write to voice strong support for the City of Clearwater’s request of congressionally directed
spending for engineering and right-of-way acquisition as part of the reconstruction of Trunk
Highway 24 near the Interstate 94 intersection.

The City of Clearwater is a fast-growing community in Minnesota State Congressional District
029A. The population of Clearwater has increased by over six times since 1970, and numbers are
expected to sharply increase by 2040. Qver seventy percent of residents travel to their jobs using
personal vehicles, Most of these jobs are located outside of the city limits of Clearwater, This
population growth has led to increased traffic volumes along the TH 24 corridor, especially near
the intersection of Interstate 94. Due to these higher traffic volumes, improvements are necessary
to increase safety and efficiency.

Safety along TH 24 is a major concern. Currently, there are several left tum access points that
create a dangerous for both motorists and pedestrians. With this project, these access points
would be removed to increase safety. Low conflict intersections like roundabouts would be
implemented as well as a 10-foot mixed use trail along the south side of the highway, making the
area safer for all users. Furthermore, pedestrians and bicyclists would have a safe way to access
downtown Clearwater that is separate from motorized traffic.

State Congressional District 029A is a key district for agricultural production and transport in the
state of Minnesota. Trunk Highway 24 is a crucial freight transportation corridor for agricultural
goods, as it connects the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area with the City of St. Cloud, North
Dakota, and South Dakota. Supporting agricultural producers is one of my main priorities as a
representative of the residents of District 029A, and ensuring this corridor remains in a state of
good repair is important in ensuring agricultural goods are moved quickly and safely.

In recent years, the City of Clearwater has seen an increased need to address infrastructure and
transportation updates and maintenance in this area. This funding would allow the City of




Clearwater to finalize the project design and acquire the right-of-way necessary to implement the
improvements detailed in the TH 24 Corridor Traffic Modeling/Geometric Layout Options
Traffic Conditions Analysis Report completed in December 2022,

The City of Clearwater is working with partners at all levels to ensure this corridor remains
efficient, safe, and functional. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has
planned to update the TH 24 bridge over Interstate 94 in 2026. This federal funding would help
address key issues concerning transportation, infrastructure, safety, and development across the
City of Clearwater and Minne: a Congressional District 029A. I encourage you to prioritize this
important project for the City of Clearwater and all residents of Congressional District 029A.
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March 21, 2023

RE: Support for the City of Clearwater’s Pursuit of Federal Earmark Funding for Trunk Highway 24
Improvements

Dear Congressman Emmer,

I'am writing on behalf of the Clearwater City Council to share their support for the City of Clearwater’s request
of congressionally directed spending for engineering and right-of-way acquisition as part of the reconstruction
of Trunk Highway 24 near the Interstate 94 intersection.

Receiving congressionally directed spending would assist the City of Clearwater in making needed
improvements to the Trunk Highway 24 corridor. In recent years, the city has noted an increased need to
address infrastructure and transportation projects in this area. This funding would allow the City of Clearwater
to finalize the project design and acquire the right-of-way necessary to implement the improvements detailed
in the TH 24 Corridor Traffic Modeling/Geometric Layout Options Traffic Conditions Analysis Report completed
in December 2022,

The City of Clearwater, located in Wright and Stearns Counties, is a fast-growing city whose population has
increased more than six times over since 1970. The population is again expected to double by 2040. To
support the growing population and economy in this area, infrastructure must be able to handle increased
traffic volumes.

Trunk Highway 24 through Clearwater serves as a key agricultural freight corridor for the state of Minnesota,
connecting the Twin Cities Metro Area to the St. Cloud Metropolitan Area and greater Minnesota as well as
both North and South Dakota by way of Interstate 94. There are several overnight truck parking areas, making
it crucial to keep this freight corridor in a state of good repair to prevent congestion and keep goods moving
efficiently.

Trunk Highway 24 also serves as the primary connection between Interstate 94 and U.S. Highway 10 for the
large numbers of travelers heading north to enjoy the state’s many lakes and other recreational facilities.

Each weekend and during holidays all through the summer months and during hunting season, we see heavy
traffic flows. The amount of traffic passing through on T.H. 24 during these busy periods adds to an already
congested corridor, slowing down both local and commercial traffic and adding to the safety risks of residents.

The City of Clearwater is working with additional partners and agencies to prioritize necessary updates along
this corridor. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has planned to update the Trunk
Highway 24 bridge over Interstate 94 in 2026. Congressionally directed spending would enable the City of
Clearwater to update the rest of the project area as outlined in the TH 24 Corridor Traffic Modeling/Geometric
Layout Options Traffic Conditions Analysis Report.
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The safety of residents is one of the top priorities of the City Council. According to the Clearwater
Transportation Plan Update, there have been 44 crashes and one recorded injury along this corridor. Since the
completion of that plan, there has also been a pedestrian fatality at the intersection of County Road 75. By
removing several left-turn access points and implementing low-conflict intersections like roundabouts, these
numbers can be reduced and future crashes can be prevented. Furthermore, a 10-foot multi-use trail and '
multiple pedestrian crossings would be added along the south side of TH 24, making the area much more
accessible for people using non-motorized modes of transportation. '

This funding would help address multiple long-standing issues concerning transportation, infrastructure,
safety, and development across the City of Clearwater and within Wright County. The City Council looks
forward to working with you on this important project for the City of Clearwater and the region.

Sincerely, -

e

Annita M. Smythe

City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer

City of Clearwater

On Behalf of the Clearwater City Council
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March 22, 2023

Annita Smythe

City Administrator

605 County Rd 75 NW
Clearwater, MN 55320

RE: Support for the City of Clearwater’s Pursuit of Congressionally Directed
Spending for Trunk Highway 24 Improvements

To Ms. Smythe, City Administrator:

[ write to voice strong support for the City of Clearwater’s request of
congressionally directed spending for engineering and right-of-way acquisition as
part of the reconstruction of Trunk Highway 24 near the Interstate 94 intersection.

Congressionally directed spending would assist the City of Clearwater in improving
the Trunk Highway 24 corridor. In recent years, the city has noted an increased need
to address infrastructure and transportation projects in this area. This funding would
allow the City of Clearwater to finalize the project design and acquire the right-of-
way necessary to implement the improvements detailed in the TH 24 Corridor
Traffic Modeling/Geometric Layout Options Traffic Conditions Analysis Report
completed in December 2022,

The City of Clearwater is a small yet growing community within Wright County.
The population of Clearwater has increased by more than six hundred percent since
1970, and numbers are expected to continue increasing through 2040 projections.
More than seventy percent of residents travel to their jobs using personal vehicles,
and most of these jobs are located outside of the city limits of Clearwater. This
population growth has Ied to higher traffic volumes and congestion along the TH 24
corridor, particularly by the intersection of Interstate 94. Due to these higher traffic
volumes, improvements are necessary to address growing safety and efficiency
concerms.

The safety of all residents is of great importance. This project removes multiple
dangerous left-turn access points and implements low-conflict roundabouts at
intersections. In addition, a 10-foot multi-use trail along the south side of TH 24
would be installed, allowing bicyclists and pedestrians to use the corridor separate
from motortzed traffic and providing a direct link to downtown Clearwater. These
safety improvements would benefit all users of the TH 24 corridor.

Wright County is a major player in Minnesota’s agricultural economy. Trunk
Highway 24 serves as a key freight corridor for agricultural goods, as it connects the
Twin Cities Metropolitan Area with the City of St. Cloud, North Dakota, and South
Dakota. As county commissioners, it is our job to ensure the needs of agricultural
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producers are being met, including when it comes to the transportation of goods. It is important for
the county and for the state economy that agricultural goods are moved quickly and safely along the
TH 24 corridor.

The City of Clearwater is working with partners at all levels to ensure this corridor remains functional
while increasing safety and efficiency. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has
planned to update the TH 24 bridge over Interstate 94 in 2026. This funding would help to address
key issues concerning transportation, infrastructure, safety, and development across the City of
Clearwater and Wright County. We encourage you to prioritize this important project for the City of
Clearwater and all residents of the region.
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